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1. the 9th Eurotas Conference in Freiburg, Germany, 20-23 September 2007 – a letter from our President

Forgiving and Reconciliation:

Towards an Enlightened World Culture. A Transpersonal View on Conflict, Terror and Love

 9th EUROTAS International CONFERENCE 20.-23. September 2007 Freiburg – Germany

Dear EUROTAS friends, 

We are now getting closer to another Congress, this one at the lovely German town of Freiburg, 20-23 September, with the theme of “Forgiving and Reconciliation: Towards an Enlightened World Culture”. I believe it will be an important event to all of us both because of the warmth and the depth of sharing customary to our gatherings and because of the main theme. We do need more knowledge and more experience of forgiveness in today’s world. Our human past of wars and hatred is too much alive everywhere and we know about many spots where it looks like human aggression is nurturing more human aggression and the victims and the aggressors are no longer too different breeds because each one has family or ethnic or national stories of struggle and revenge. We see it in the “third world” but also in the “first world”. So please come and help us in developing knowledge and practice of our most powerful weapons for Mass Destruction of hatred and revenge: Love, Compassion and a clear Consciousness.

Also we see EUROTAS making some very interesting progress. We are a small Association yet we do have representatives from many countries and we have therefore an immense potential for a rich interchange of Culture and Spirituality. We do have some alternatives for enriching each other and learning more from diverse people and places. Instead of only trying to expand our own national colours and interests, we are really interested in sharing and finding out about other colours in the worldwide rainbow. 

For me, EUROTAS needs more resources so that it can have a permanent professional secretariat – organizing things, promoting contacts, developing documents. I also believe that we can become an NGO – as Rumold Mol proposed some time ago – and start making some use of our potential for healthily influencing our world’s state of affairs. But for this we must also become more visible and more organized. I would love to receive your suggestions about this and also your offerings for cooperation. On my part, I think it is time for us to develop some documents about our views concerning world affairs and what can be done – so that we can really put over our views to others We can start working on it and perhaps you will have something you would like to share on this. If you have, please send it to me to psicosophos@sapo.pt.    

I wish you all a very nice summer and the blessing of living fully

Vitor Rodrigues, PhD,       

President of EUROTAS

Are you coming?  Please go to the websites www.forgiving-freiburg2007.de, or to the EUROTAS website www.eurotas.org and click on the coloured panel at the top which mentions Freiburg and you will get you the information you need. Book soon as accommodation is limited and as you will see there is a very wide and varied programme  

We hope to see you in Freiburg.
 

Heartfelt Greetings,
 Nina Buchheld, Ingo Jahrsetz, Kati Wortelkamp, Stefan Maise from the organizing team  

 

2. Some reflections from Spain – Manuel Almendro
Manuel Almendro:

Reflexions about Eurotas Congress, Freiburg. Germany. September 2007. 

If I understood well, first communications about this congress exposed “inner violence-outer violence” as the subject, and came to my memory the crude TV news of nowadays. Later appeared the subject “Forgiving and Reconciliation” as repairing what has been said and I thought  ok¡ there is not place for forgiving  if we don’t get before reconciliation. That is to say, we don’t get glory if previously we don’t have transformed suffering: cause-effect of violence, among others things. It is clear that if we get forgiving without transforming suffering we fall sleep into the new age dreaming. 
After more of two decades in the transpersonal movement, mainly in the Spanish speaker context (That what is not in English language also exists) I perceive that into intellectual levels we even continuing discussing too much, now we know that mind flying has little friction  and it beside carry in print our sign and prestige. And discussing continue, as per example: experience, yes or not; narcissism or samaritanism; to accept or rebel one self …and everything without the power of escaping from the western mercantile frame were reality is considered as profitable and mechanical matter. I have the idea that at this moment we are lashing out wildly. Now that most of our discussions were put on the table during the old Greece, nevertheless necessary bring up to date because the necessary present: the territory. Knowing that essence of it is the uncaused experience. 

Probably forgiving is nothing without the mystical of shadow, the climbing to the Monte Carmelo: Teresa, Juan, Jacob… that moving us so much. Knowledge without heart never will arrive to wisdom. Mask is the most terrible shadow. And definitely one self gives thanks to the shadow (we must remember what the obstacle is) The fact that consciousness moves into matter (Aurobindo). In case that we don’t discharge our “inner violence” on genealogical elements or on any closer people or …. on any thing. We don’t have to fall into desperation. An old Amazon shaman never finished to tell me: “Manuel, in this life we only have two different kinds of people, one of them is only seeds and the other ones are only fertilizers”. Always is possible to deal a masterful dance on top of our own tomb, sorry! ....over our own ego. 

Manuel

3. Two Transpersonal Perspectives Days in the UK

Sunday September 30th   at Pax Lodge.10.30 – 4.30.

Cost. £10.00

Stories and Myths.

Facilitator Dorothy Allen (Story Teller for the day)

The day will be spent delving into stories and discovering what they evoke in us.

Through discussion, visualisation, drawing, sculpting and constellating stories, we will look at how we relate to the archetypes within the tales.

I hope you will come along and allow yourself to be transported into the exciting realms of your imagination. I have always enjoyed the art of story telling and when I was a teacher of small children I believe I was able to inspire and excite the children in my care. I now often use poetry and stories in my work as a therapist.

Sunday December 2nd   at Pax Lodge.10.30am – 4.30pm.

The Seven Laws of Nature and Beyond.

A Taoist Perspective.

Facilitator. Gaby Hock.

Our complex lives are built on simple universal laws or principles which are explained with great clarity and depth through Taoist Philosophy as:

The One.    Unfathomable, inseparable, eternal Tao

The Two.    Polar opposites of Yin and Yang

The Five.   Elements or phases:

            Earth, Metal, Water, Wood, Fire

Our life’s purpose is to live in harmony with the one, the two and the five and ultimately cultivate Wu Wei: a state of effortless being and utter ease.

The workshop will touch in on all seven aspects, through Qi Gong exercises, guided visualisation, breath work, body meditation and discussion.

Gaby is a traditional acupuncturist (since 1978) and a transpersonal psychotherapist (since 1986) and has been working as an international five element lecturer and seminar leader for 23 years.

Cost of each day is £10

Tel. 020 8830 6434. email. dorothy@itinuk.com 

I do hope to see you all. Much love. Dorothy.  

4. International Academic Exchange approved by ITP

Olga Louchakova writes:

“I am sad to let you know that this year ITP delegation to Eurotas will be smaller than the last year.  Ingo was most gracious in inviting topics from ITP, and accommodating our confusing schedules,  however, the date of the conference coincides with the beginning of the school year, and the absence of many of the faculty will be very tangible. 

However, there is good news.  The program of international academic exchange “Transpersonal Psychology Worldwide”, that I suggested was just approved by ITP administration.  This will specifically concern the dialog between ITP faculty and transpersonal teachers in Europe and other regions, sharing our teaching methodologies, research and other ideas - this is a faculty development program, as different from institutional educational programs. We started this sharing during conference in France, where American clinicians had a chance to dialog with a group of French psychotherapists lead by Bernadette Blin-Lery over a delicious lunch. The current initiative of professional development will give us the possibility to invite visiting scholars from Eurotas to ITP, and will create the better possibilities for us to come to Eurotas conferences. As of our dialog with ALUBRAT, Vitor Rodrigues will be the first Eurotas visiting professor at ITP in spring 2008! 

Please pass this news to all dear friends at Eurotas.   If anybody is interested in learning more about the above scholar exchange initiative, please encourage them to write me directly with questions, suggestions and ideas. 

Metta

Olga Louchakova, M.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Transpersonal Psychology
Director, Transpersonal Education and Research Specialization
Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
1069 E. Meadow Circle,
Palo Alto, CA 94960
www.itp.edu
Tel. 650-493-4430, ext. 264
Email: olouchakova@itp.edu

Founding Director and Minister
Hridayam® School of Kundalini Yoga and Self-Realization
www.hridayamyoga.org
Tel. 510-367-7810
Email: hridayam@prodigy.net

5. Don’t you DARE ignore the transpersonal – John Rowan

John Rowan writes:
 

“You and the Newsletter might be interested to know that I went to the SEPI conference in Lisbon and presented a paper entitled 'Don't you DARE ignore the transpersonal!'  It made the point that the Journal of Integrative Psychotherapy actually did ignore the transpersonal in its special issue on the future of psychotherapy.”

 

This challenging paper is in three parts.  In the first part a case is made that the core contributors to the Journal of Psychotherapy Integration ignore the transpersonal contribution to psychotherapy.  In the second part a case is made that the transpersonal is so important historically and geographically, and so active in the present, that it should not be ignored.  In the third part some help is given to the reader who would like to follow this up and get more information about the transpersonal today. For further information please contact John Rowan on JohnRowan@aol.com or visit the eurotas.org website

6. World Congress India News, January 2008

 

WORLD CONGRESS ON PSYCHOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY
www.WorldCongressPS2008.org 
 

The Congress preparations have accelerated with responses from over four-hundred people from thirty-six countries. Please email to stuartcs@jps.net  your website address or plans for collaborative projects for posting to the moderated eBlog at the website to begin connecting with our Community.  
 

On September 15, all registration categories will be increased in price by $20USD.   Please register before that date to insure the lowest registration costs.  All Presenters must register at the appropriate fee level.
 

Please contact Sanjay Goel at Sanjay24x7@gmail.com   to book discounted hotel lodging and to schedule airport pick up upon arrival in Delhi.  Temple tours can be booked with him as well.
 

Please contact stuartcs@jps.net for information on including your books etc. for sale in the bookstore.  
 

The Stan and Christina Grof Honorary Holotropic Breathwork Session will be held Jan 3-4 and is accepting registrations at the website.
 

The Jan 5 morning Yagya based on Aurobindo Integral Meditation on Fire Element with luncheon at Surya Farms Estate is accepting registrations at the website. 
 

All Presenters who have not yet sent in their photos, 50word presentation descriptions and bios are kindly requested to do so. If we have not received your photo for posting to website by September 30, we will assume that your plans have changed and your presentation will not be included in the Programme. 
 

 Stuart Sovatsky, PhD, Congress Co-convener

www.WorldCongressPS2008.org 

http://home.jps.net/~stuartcs?about.html
 

 

7.  The Soul and the Person


The Alister Hardy Society London Group is inviting members SMN London Group to a talk by Revd. Prof. Sir John Polkinghorne on The Soul and the Person. 

When: Tuesday 18th September, 3.00 pm 
Venue: Essex Unitarian Church, 112 Palace Gardens Terrace, London W8 4RT 

Sir John writes: “Science is beginning to study the behaviour of complex systems in their totalities. It has found that astonishing powers of self-organisation emerge, suggesting that science’s traditional account in terms of energy exchange among constituents needs to be complemented by a holistic account using ‘information’ as its controlling concept. This suggests understanding the soul as the almost infinitely complex information-bearing pattern of the body.” Sir John will be discussing the consequences of this for theological reflection upon human nature and destiny. 

Sir John Polkinghorne, former President of Queen’s College Cambridge and Professor of Mathematical Physics in the University, has recently been awarded an Honorary D.Hum at Hong Kong. His recent publications include, Science and the Trinity (2004), Exploring Reality (2005 and Quantum Physics and Theology (2007). 


For further information, or to book, please contact: John Franklin at johnfranklin35@hotmail.com.
8.  News from Sweden – Bo Wikstrom
Hi Eurotas Friends

Hope your summer is restful and enjoyable in spite of all the rain and extreme weather.
I have two good news. Firstly my mother’s cancer seems to have stopped. We have processed the reasons for it. We are relieved! She still needs to undergo an operation in her left arm again.


The other good news is that our homepage: www.delphiinstitutet.se is going to have an English version. Maybe we can be linked to EUROTAS then?

Many loving thoughts
Bo


9. News from Russia with love of course!
Dear Eurotas Friends,
 

Sorry for not writing to you so long. We were in very interesting expeditions. Just a few weeks ago we returned from Peru. And in the end of last year we were in Tibet and Japan. It is amazing, but Tibet and Peru are connected very deeply. Both are highland plateaus situated in opposite hemispheres - northern and southern. And both places are rich in surprisingly similar archetypical symbolics. Also native trance and meditative techniques have a lot in common. In Tibet and Peru we were lucky to have guides from ancient shamanic clans. This resulted in very interesting initiation rituals that we experienced.
 

In the nearest future we will send you a short note about our expeditions. It would be great to publish them in a Newsletter. (still waiting for this – editor!)
 

Your Russian Brothers,
Evgueny and Alexey
10. News from the Ukraine

We will be sorry to miss Freiburg but this year our team has a very important time. I'm will move my home from Odessa to Kiev in September and October. Sergei Poprotskij and Irina are waiting borning of their 3rd child. She will be born at September. Her borning was predicted by shaman from Tuva 2 years ago. And all of us waiting for this child.
Our hearts will be with you and all EUROTAS friends.
With love
Ievgeniia
11. Last Thoughts

You will see from this newsletter what a flourishing there is of transpersonal initiatives across Europe from Ireland to Ukraine, from Sweden to Turkey. This is not to mention the many conferences and activities taking place in EUROTAS associations on a regular basis. Freiburg, the beautiful town where the EUROTAS Conference will take place this year in Germany is in the news recently as the greenest city in Europe! 

Please let me have information and news for your EUROTAS newsletter!

John Drew

Newsletter Editor










